
Preparing for Court Checklist* 

What to bring to court? 

A pen and notepad to take notes during the trial. 

The originals and at least one copy of any documents that 

are relevant to your case. Examples include cheques, 

contracts, printed photos, or tickets. 

Any materials you received from the Crown. 

Copies of the court notice that tells you when your trial starts, 

and what courtroom your case will be in. 

Photo identification. 

* Please reference bolded words with this glossary.
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What to bring to court? 

Anytime the judge calls your name, stand up and say “Yes, 

your honor”. 

Always speak loudly and clearly when you are talking to the 

judge so that they can hear you. 

Look at the judge when they are speaking. 

If you are asked a “yes” or “no” question, answer verbally. 

Don’t just nod your head. 

* Please reference bolded words with this glossary.
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Things to keep in mind 

Dress to impress: The judge and/or jury may view your 

personal appearance to judge whether or not you 

understand that your hearing is a formal affair. Below is a list 

of clothing you may want to consider when deciding what to 

wear to court: 

o Appropriate clothes for court include: shirts with a

collar and tie (preferably no slogans, words,

pictures, or decals)

o Pants (preferably not jeans)

o Dress or skirt that is not too short or too tight

o Shoes that are not sneakers

Arrive early: Make sure that you arrive at the courthouse at 

least 15 minutes before your trial time. Being early shows that 

you take your case seriously, and this gives you extra time to 

arrive in case of emergencies. Plan your route out the day 

before your trial to make sure that you arrive early. 

* Please reference bolded words with this glossary.
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Things to keep in mind 

Make sure your cellphone is on silent: “If you bring your cell 

phone to court, make sure it is on silent or turned off. Vibrate 

is not recommended since it is distracting to the court. If your 

phone rings in the courtroom, court security may take your 

phone for the remainder of the day.” (Kids Legal, n.d.) 

Do not bring banned items to the courthouse: Below is a list 

of items that you should not bring with you to the 

courthouse: 

o Weapons, including pocketknives

o Drugs or alcohol

o Cigarettes (if you are under 18)

o Cigarette lighters, as they may be taken at security

o Food and drinks will not be allowed in the courtroom

Information: The formal document outlining your criminal 

offense(s) is known as the “Information”. You can acquire or 

view the “Information” by contacting the court office.  

* Please reference bolded words with this glossary.
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Things to keep in mind 

Essential elements of the offense: A conviction can only be 

reached if the Crown proves each essential element of the 

charge(s) against you. The Information should contain these 

details. You may ask the judge before the trial starts to 

review the essential elements so that you can understand 

what the Crown must prove. 

Presumption of innocence, reasonable doubt, and burden of 

proof: You cannot be convicted unless each essential 

element of the charge(s) against you is beyond a 

reasonable doubt. “Reasonable Doubt” does require a 

certain standard of proof that does not need absolute 

certainty but must be beyond the standard of proof in civil 

cases.  

* Please reference bolded words with this glossary.
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